
Gad PIERCE 
Gad PIERCE Jr. was the grandfather of Anna Augusta (PIERCE) OLIPHANT,  

the third wife of Peter S. OLIPHANT. 

 

Gad PIERCEôs Parents and some of his Descendants: 
 

Gad PIERCE ( OR PEIRCE ) ( Captain ) 
  bd. 10 JUN 1741, Snow ?, MA 
  dd. 15 JAN 1811 
& Mary FOSTER 
  bd. 27 SEP 1743 
  dd. 2 JAN 1827 
  m. 2 MAR 1763 
| Gad PIERCE ( OR PEIRCE ? ) Jr.* 
|   bd. 12 JAN 1768, Royalston, MA 
|   dd. 9 AUG 1847, Suspension Bridge (now part of Niagara Falls), NY 
|   brd. Oakwood Cemetery, Niagara Falls, Niagara County, NY 
| & Ann PIPER 
|   bd. 9 APR 1770, Massachusetts 
|   dd. 25 SEP 1830 
|   brd. Oakwood Cemetery, Niagara Falls, Niagara County, NY 
|   m. 9 APR 1788 
| | Josiah PIERCE ( OR PEIRCE ? ) 
| |   bd. 15 MAR 1804 
| |   dd. 27 MAR 1843 
| | & Alice PORTER 
| |   bd. 19 JUN 1806, Lima, NY 
| |   dd. 28 JAN 1891, Adrian, Michigan 
| |   brd. Mt. View Cemetery, Pekin, Cambria, NY 
| |   m. 20 MAR 1825 
| | | Anna Augusta PIERCE 
| | |   bd. 24 OCT 1829, Niagara Falls, NY 
| | |   dd. 2 MAR 1917 
| | |   brd. North Ridge Cemetery, Cambria, NY 
| | | & Peter Schofield OLIPHANT 
| | |   bd. 9 OCT 1805, Warren Township ( Columbia Twp.), Herkimer Co., NY 
| | |   dd. 31 JAN 1902, ( at home of Silas OLIPHANT {son} ) Cambria, NY 
| | |   brd. North Ridge Cem., Cambria Twp., Niagara Co., NY 
| | |   m. 30 NOV 1859 
| Gad PIERCE ( OR PEIRCE ? ) Jr.* 
|   bd. 12 JAN 1768, Royalston, MA 
|   dd. 9 AUG 1847, Suspension Bridge (now part of Niagara Falls), NY 
|   brd. Oakwood Cemetery, Niagara Falls, Niagara County, NY 
| & Sally TOWNSEND 
|   m. 9 JAN 1831 
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Pierce Avenue, which intersects the old Portage Road and runs from 

Whirlpool Avenue to Hyde Park Boulevard, formerly Sugar Street, was named 

after Gad Pierce, who came to the area in 1807. About 1812 he opened a 

tavern at the junction of the present Main Street  with Portage Road. The 

tavern situated as it was on a much traveled road was well patronized and 

Gad Pierce became very popular. 
 

In the opening days of the War of 1812 both the English on their side of the 

river and the Americans on our side were much worried for fear their 

opponents had a larger and better fighting force. In fact, neither country was 

prepared for war on the Niagara Frontier although the English had the 

advantage of well-trained soldiers. 
 

To magnify their forces each side used various stunts on the river banks in 

plain view of the other. Gad Pierce was aware of the American weakness and 

since the War Department seemed indifferent to their safety in case of 

invasion, he resolved to do something about it. He caused all inhabitants for 

miles around, including quite a number of Tuscarora Indians, to assemble one 

day at Lewiston. Horses were requestioned and all the men were mounted. 
 

There were not enough swords and guns for all the horsemen so Gad Pierce 

armed the balance of the men with canes, ramrods, and even sticks. The 

blankets of the Indians and the farm clothes of the men together with every 

type of mount from plow horses to the wild ponies of the Indians looked like 

anything but a military troop at close range but Pierce knew that from the 

Canadian side his troops would look like a regiment of cavalry. 
 

He marched them up and down the River Road in plain view of the enemy. 

The sun flashing on the swords and steel ramrods and the large number of 

men proceeding in an orderly manner did indeed receive the English. When 

the troop reached Fort Niagara they dismounted and went through some 

evolutions that seemed ludicrous to the garrison but to the English from across 

the river seemed very real. 
 

Later when the fighting began in December 1813, Pierce sent his family to 

safety but he stayed to protect his tavern. He and four friends awaited the 

approach of the English and Indians after looting, burning and killing at 

Lewiston. 
 

At length a regiment of English soldiers appeared and the five men opened 

fire on them but the English soon approached but found no one there. Pierce 

and his companions had made their escape through the back door and fled to 

the woods. After the war he became very prominent and it is well that his 

name is perpetuated in the heart of Niagara Falls by Pierce Avenue. 
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