PETER S. OLIPHANT
HE WAS AN INTIMATE FRIEND OF THE LATE GOV. HUNT
An Outline Sketch of One of Niagara County’s Most Widely Known Residents
LOCKPORT, Oct. 8 – (Special) – One of the most interesting residents of Niagara County is Peter S.
Oliphant of Molyneaux Corners, a portrait of whom is herewith presented.
Mr. Oliphant was one of the early settlers of this section and although he has reached the great age of
91 years is still a rugged and well preserved man.
In his earlier life he was for a number of years employed by the late ex-Governor Washington Hunt. So
marked were his manly characteristics that Mr. Hunt regarded him more in the light of a friend than an
employee, and he shared in no small degree the confidence of that eminent man.
After leaving the employ of the Governor Mr. Oliphant bought a farm near Molyneaux Corners, where
he still resides. He is a man of many sided characteristics and the anecdotes told of him would suffice to
fill a small sized volume. Mr. Oliphant possesses a rough, ready and persusave eloquence and he was
frequently called to act as auctioneer, a position which he filled with credit to himself and satisfaction to
those who sought his services for such purposes.
Possessing a singularly logical mind he mastered the principals of law and often appeared as attorney in
many minor suits. In these, as in other matter which he undertook he was successful and won a
reputation that far exceeded the limits of his immediate neighborhood.
An avowed Democrat, Mr. Oliphant was frequently called upon to make political addresses. Well posted
on matters of political economy and believing thoroughly in the principles enunciated by Thomas
Jefferson and upheld by Andrew Jcakson, Mr. Oliphant was a tower of strength to all his party in the
townships of Cambria and Wilson. Mr. Oliphant, like a majority of farmers in Niagara County, is an
avowed admirer of William Jennings Bryan, and will cast his vote for him on next Tuesday.
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